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So, please remind your friends and neighbors that like to 
take their dogs to the beach to keep them on leash – 
where that is permitted, and away from those areas 
where dogs are not allowed at all.  Perhaps, we need a 
catchy couplet like “Click it!  Or, ticket!”.  One doesn’t 
come to mind; so, maybe we’ll just have to make do with 
“Share the Shore”. 
   California State Parks has a flyer called a Dog Owner’s 
Guide to Selected Beaches & Parks in Western Ventura 
County that summarizes the rules for most areas.  Just as 
a reminder, dogs are not allowed at all on the beaches 

within the State Parks (Emma Wood, McGrath and San 
Buenaventura). Dogs are permitted on leash in the 

camping areas.  City of Oxnard beaches, generally, per-
mit dogs on leash as do those of the City of Ventura.  

But, most often, I see the dogs running free with the leash 
in the owner’s hands! 

Program Chair 
   On a completely unrelated note, we are still recruiting 

for a person to take responsibility for scheduling the eight 

monthly programs presented by Ventura Audubon.  It is 

not a difficult task.  There are lots of resources available.  

Perhaps the most important attribute needed (other than 

a love of birds, wildlife and VAS programs) is persistence!  

Please give Janice Susha or me a call. 

Dogs on the Beach 
   It’s March!  The end of winter and the beginning of 
spring!  It also means the start of nesting season for the 
Western Snowy Plover on our beaches - and, later, the 
California Least  Tern as well.  Although not a species of 
special concern, American Avocets also nest on our 
beaches.  The fences will be up soon on Ormond Beach 
and at McGrath State Beach.  The fences serve to re-
mind beachgoers that the birds need their space -- undis-
turbed.  The signs made from the artwork of students two 
years ago in the Share the Shore Program will also return 
in the hope of attracting more attention and compliance 
than do “official” signs. 
   Both species face many threats, mainly from encroach-
ing civilization, and are listed as threatened and endan-
gered, respectively, under the Endangered Species Act.  
People don’t help by allowing their dogs to run freely es-
pecially on the beaches where the birds nest.  I wrote last 
year about this difficult problem and the lack of enforce-
ment.  Enforcement seems to have improved but no 
amount of enforcement will overcome a lack of concern 
or caring about the birds. 
   Dogs have choices - through their human owners.  
They can walk with a leash where it is permitted.  Or, 
they can visit one of the inland parks where dogs are per-
mitted off leash. Plovers and terns don’t have that option! 
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Seth Riley’s presentation will review his current projects, all related to the impacts of urbanization and fragmentation on 

wildlife, include a bobcat telemetry study, a mountain lion GPS telemetry study, stream surveys for amphibians, pitfall/

drift fence trapping to determine terrestrial reptile and amphibian distribution and abundance, and a number of projects 

on the impacts of freeways on wildlife.  Seth also holds an adjunct position at UCLA where he advises students and 

teaches graduate seminars.  A recent project was co-editing a book on Urban Carnivores, for which Seth co-authored 

seven chapters. 
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Late winter and early spring is when many of our local nesting seabirds are starting to breed on the Channel Islands. A 
former endangered species whose populations have recovered locally is the Brown Pelican. 
 
The Brown Pelican is a large bird of coastal regions with a very large bill; a prominent, unfeathered throat pouch; short, 
stout legs with webbed feet; and a wingspread up to 7.5 feet.  Adults in nonbreeding plumage have a white head and 
neck, and yellowish crown; in the breeding season the hindneck and nape are cinnamon-brown. The body and wings are 
gray-brown or silvery brown (darker on the underside) while the primaries and secondaries are dark gray-brown. The 
large bill is gray, the throat pouch is black, and the eyes are white. The throat pouch of the “California” subspecies turns 
red during the breeding season. Immatures have a brown head, upper neck, wings and back, and a white base of the 
neck and underparts. The only other pelican in North America is the American White Pelican which is easily distin-
guished by its white plumage with black primaries and some black secondaries. 
  
Brown Pelicans frequent nearshore waters, beaches, bays, tidal estuaries, and rarely fresh water. They feed exclusively 
on fish (primarily anchovies and sardines) that they capture by diving head-first from heights of 20 to 50 feet. Some be-
come tolerant of humans and will seek handouts at fishing boats, marinas, and piers. Local breeders were decimated by 
the effects of pesticides from the 1950s-early 1970s until the use of DDT was banned in the U.S. in 1973. Since then the 
species has steadily recovered and it was recently removed from the endangered species list. 
 
The species breeds from southern California and Maryland south to Florida, the West Indies, Venezuela, and Chile. Our 
local subspecies, the California Brown Pelican, breeds regularly on West Anacapa and Santa Barbara Islands off south-
ern California, south on islands along the Pacific coast of Baja California and in the Gulf of California south to Nayarit. 
They have bred infrequently on San Miguel Island and Scorpion Rock off Santa Cruz Island, and recently on San 
Clemente Island. Although common in southern California year-round, numbers are much lower in the late winter and 
early spring when many birds are at breeding sites in west Mexico. Numbers along the mainland coast build rapidly be-
ginning in late May and early June through mid-November when postbreeding birds move off the Channel Islands and 
north from colonies in Mexico. 
 
Brown Pelicans can occur anywhere along the Ventura County coastline throughout the year, but are in greatest abun-
dance during the summer and fall after dispersing from their breeding grounds. Flocks congregate at coastal lagoons, 
beaches and breakwaters, and the species can be seen in numbers at the Ventura and Channel Islands Harbors, Mugu 
Lagoon, Ormond Beach, the Santa Clara River estuary, the Ventura River estuary, and Anacapa Island. 
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Beginners are welcome on all field trips.  Light drizzle 
does not necessarily cancel trips, but heavier rain will.  If 
in doubt, please call the trip leader. 
 

March 1 – 4 – San Diego Birding Festival – No VAS trip 
planned. 
 
Saturday, March 3, 8:30 a.m. Lake Los Carneros, Goleta.  

Leader:  Kay Regester (258-1025 ) The lake, willows, and 
surrounding grassy scrub lands with pines, oaks and 
eucalyptus should provide a wide variety of birds. Direc-
tions: Meet at the Museum of Ventura Co. (side parking 
lot), 100 E. Main, at 7:30 to carpool, or at the lake at 8:30 
a.m. Go north on Hwy 101 through Santa Barbara to Los 
Carneros Rd. and turn north toward the mountains. Go 2 
blocks north on Los Carneros Rd. and turn right at the fire 
station into the parking lot for Stow House. 
 
Sunday, March 4, 9:00 – 12:00 a.m.  Friends of the Santa 
Clara River volunteer workday.  Arrive at 8:00 for birding.  
Leader:  Sandy Hedrick (340-0478).  For information on 
location & work, go to www.fscr.org or contact Jackie 
Worden (652-0577). 
 
Monday, March 5, 8:30 a.m.  Arroyo Verde Park, Ven-
tura.  Leader:  Adele Fergusson (415-4304). We’ll see 
woodpeckers & hawks and maybe some early spring mi-
grants. Directions:  Take Victoria Ave. north, left on Foot-
hill Rd., right on Day Rd. entrance to the park.  Meet at 
the last parking lot by the restrooms. 
 
Saturday, March 17, 8:30 a.m. Taft Gardens, Ojai.  
Leader:  John Pavelko (640-9040).  Limit 20.  VAS mem-
bers given preference.  Registration begins Mon. 3/5 at 
9:00 a.m.  E-mail Judy catmai03@yahoo.com or call 642-
0842. Directions:  Please carpool.  From Ojai, meet at 
Nordoff H.S. at 8:15.  From Ventura, meet at 7:45 at the 
Pacific View Mall. Take Coastal View Dr. entrance and 
park in the lot directly across from the parking garage 
entrance.  Take Hwy. 33 to Hwy 150 (Baldwin Rd.). Turn 
left onto Hwy 150 and go for 2.4 miles, crossing over the 
Ventura River and past the entrance to Rancho Matilija 
housing development on the right.    One-fourth mi. past 
the entrance you will come to a bend with an unmarked 

road (a group of mailboxes & a short wall), turn right and 
proceed through the entrance gate.  This is a private 
road.  Stay on the main road & avoid disturbances to the 
neighbors.  After the 2nd creek crossing, the parking lot 
will be ¼ mile ahead. Meet there. 
 
Saturday, March 24, Beginners’ Bird Walk, 8:30-10:30 
a.m.  Emma Wood and Ventura River Estuary.  Leader:  
Allen Bertke (640-9037). Directions:  Park at the far west 
end of Main St. beyond the  bridge over the Ventura 
River.  The Beginners’ Walks are designed to acquaint 
you with common birds in a specific area – Great Blue 
Herons, egrets, & warblers. Bring binoculars, hat & water.  
A field guide is helpful. 
 
Saturday, March 31, 8:30 a.m. Camarillo Regional Park.  
Leader:  David Torfeh (647-3325) Directions:  Take 101 
south to Lewis Rd. and go south to University Rd. (the 
entrance to Cal. State University Channel Islands) and 
turn toward the school.  Immediately after you cross the 
bridge over Calleguas Creek (approx. ½ mile) there is a 
gate on the left.  We will walk the area which may yield 
wrens, Rufous-crowned Sparrows, kingbirds & maybe a 
Chat. To car pool, meet at 8:00 at the Pacific View Mall in 
Ventura. Take Coastal View Dr. entrance off Mills & park 
in the lot directly across from the parking garage en-
trance. 
 
Mark You Calendar: 
 
April 14  Oxnard Earth Day 
 
April 21-22 Weekend Trip- Annual overnight trip  
        to the San Luis Obispo Area  
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Our beginner’s bird walk last month was at the Carpinteria Salt Marsh. We were greeted with warm temperatures and 
beautiful sunny skies. It was one of our special southern California winter days, in which you wake up in the morning 
and can’t tell if it is June or January. However, participants on the walk were telling stories about how hard the wind was 
blowing in Ventura and the Oxnard Plains that morning. I understand it was so bad that palm trees were leaning side-
ways, shopping carts that had been tipped on their sides were still being pushed by the wind through the parking lots, 
and there were whitecaps in the Oxnard fields’ drainage ditches. The little crabs that live in the ditches were seen taking 
surfing lessons in the 2 - 4 inch swells. Fortunately, we were spared all of that and our weather remained calm. 
 
With the lack of rain and a low tide, the area looked more like a mud flat than a marsh, but there were still plenty of birds 
to see. We encountered American Wigeons, Buffleheads, Ruddy Ducks, Pied-billed Grebes, Mallards, and we got the 
Teal Trifecta again – Blue-winged, Green-winged and Cinnamon. I also learned how to identify flying Wigeons, courtesy 
of one of our celebrity expert birders who was in attendance (thanks Summer). A nice touch was a Greaalt Egret and a 
Snowy Egret standing almost next to each other, allowing me to point out the differences of the two. It’s very obvious 
when you see them next to each other, but not so easy for a beginner when seen separately. 
 
We also observed Greater Yellowlegs, White-crowned Sparrows, House Sparrows, Crows, Anna’s Hummingbirds, 
European Starlings, Eurasian Collared Doves, House Finches, Yellow-rumped Warblers and more. Have you ever won-
dered if Eurasian Collared Doves are so named because they have a French accent and their favorite food is collard 
greens? Just asking. Hey, I could have mentioned my “Raisin-colored Dove” story again, but then I would be repeating 
myself from a previous article. 
 
About half way through the walk, I pointed out some starlings perched in a tree. One woman fixed her binocs on them 
and stated “Wow, I didn’t know starlings were so big”! Not being able to resist, I replied “Yes, that probably has some-
thing to do with viewing them through binoculars”. All in all, we had fabulous weather, great participants and the birds 
were all very cooperative. Thank you all for coming and see you on the next walk. 

VASVASVASVAS----VENTURA COLLEGE PARTNERSHIPVENTURA COLLEGE PARTNERSHIPVENTURA COLLEGE PARTNERSHIPVENTURA COLLEGE PARTNERSHIP 
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On February 10, 2012 Ventura Audubon partnered with 
the Ventura College (VC) Field Biology class for the sec-
ond annual field trip to the Carpinteria Salt Marsh. Joint 
field trip leaders were VC Biology instructor Kammy Al-
giers and Ventura Audubon's Allen Bertke. The Carpinte-
ria Salt Marsh is an ideal location for a field biology class 
observing the interaction of flora and fauna in a salt 
marsh environment. Students were able to understand 
the critical importance of the salt marsh and how a seri-
ously degraded site could be restored to a vital, produc-
tive habitat. 
 
As always Allen was an outstanding field trip leader. He 
guided the field biology students by helping them spot, 
research and record a large number of bird species for 
their field notebooks. Allen was able to point out exam-

ples of bird behavior such as crows mobbing a red-tailed hawk and a belted kingfisher catching and devouring a small 
fish. Allen's combination of expertise, enthusiasm and trademark wit is a valuable asset for VAS field programs. Every 
student was able to use a pair of VAS's quality binoculars. 
 
The convergence of enthusiastic students, great field trip leaders in Kammy and Allen, a great study area and perfect 
weather made for an enjoyable learning experience. VAS is looking forward to continued partnership with Ventura Col-
lege Field Biology classes. 
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Notable passerines and other perching birds were re-
ported throughout the county.  The only Lewis’s Wood-
pecker this winter continued in Santa Paula through 16 
Jan.  Red-naped Sapsuckers were seen at Warring 

Park in Ventura on 17 Jan (LS) and Soule Park on 22 Jan 
(DP).  An Eastern Phoebe in a Camarillo yard continued 
through 26 Jan.  A Plumbeous Vireo was at Rancho 

Simi Park 20 Jan-14 Feb (RM), a reliable location for the 
species in winter.  Three California Gnatcatchers were 
at Cal Lutheran University on 29 Jan (DP).  Mountain 
Bluebirds continued at Canada Larga Road through 30 
Jan and three Tricolored Blackbirds were there on 22 
Jan (DP).  Four Mountain Bluebirds were also at the 

Corral Canyon Ranch in the north county on 15 Jan (DP 
& TM).  Sage Thrashers were seen in several locations 

while moving north through the county including individu-
als at Corral Canyon Ranch on 15 Jan (DP & TM), Santa 
Rosa County Park on 4 Feb (JC), and the Ojai Meadows 
Preserve on 14 Feb (JG).  

 

Raptors of note included a Swainson’s Hawk reported 
from Lake Casitas on 9 Feb (MS); two California Con-
dors, a Bald Eagle, and two Golden Eagles at Lake 
Piru on 3 Feb (DP); and three Ferruginous Hawks in the 

Corral Canyon Ranch/Ozena area on 15 Jan (DP & TM). 
 
Thank you to those who reported sightings during the last 
month.  If you have any questions about local birds or 
have a good one to report (please no nuisance bird calls), 
e-mail or call David Pereksta at <pereksta@pacbell.net> 
or 659-5740. 
 
Good birding, 
David Pereksta 
 
Observers:  Jim Abernathy, Debra Barringer, Jeff Cartier, 
Alexis Frangis, Jesse Grantham, Penny Johnson, Dexter 
Kelly, Robert McMorran, Matthew Page, David Pereksta, 
Kay Regester, Judy Rothman, Martin Ruane, Matthew 
Schaap, Adam Searcy, and Kyle TePoel. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Nearing the end of their seasonal stay, many of our win-
tering waterfowl continued over the last month with a 
few new notable reports.  A Long-tailed Duck was at 

Hollywood Beach 29 Jan-11 Feb (AF & DB) increasing 
to as many as four there 12-14 Feb (KR & MS). Five 
Snow Geese were found near Point Mugu on 13 Feb 

(JA et al.). Continuing geese at the Saticoy Spreading 
Ponds included as many as 22 Greater White-fronted 
Geese through13 Feb, a Cackling Goose on 15 Jan, 
and eight Ross’s Geese on 11 Jan.  Rancho Simi Park 
hosted a Cackling Goose 18 Jan-1 Feb (JR) and a 
Eurasian Wigeon 14 Jan-14 Feb (JC).  A Greater 
White-fronted Goose and several Hooded Mergan-
sers continued at Rancho Simi through 14 Feb.  A 
Cackling Goose, two Common Goldeneyes, and two 
Common Mergansers were at Lake Piru on 3 Feb 

(DP).  

 

Several noteworthy species were found at coastal har-
bors and river mouths.  Very rare in winter was a 
Franklin’s Gull found in the Ventura Harbor on 13 Jan 

(KT) that was subsequently seen at the Santa Clara 
River Mouth on 28 Jan.  Waterfowl at the Santa Clara 
River estuary included as many as six Redheads 15-28 
Jan (MP, KR et al.) and a Common Goldeneye on 25 

Jan (PJ). Continuing birds in the Ventura Harbor in-
cluded a Red-necked Grebe through 29 Jan, a hybrid 
American/Black Oystercatcher through 15 Jan, and a 
Burrowing Owl through 8 Feb.  Rare along the coast 
away from Point Mugu in winter was a Black Skimmer 

at San Buenaventura State Beach on 17 Jan (AF).  An 
American Oystercatcher reported at the Ventura River 

Mouth on 15 Feb was undoubtedly one of the continu-
ing hybrids.  

 

Birding hotspots on the Oxnard Plain and adjacent 
coast produced a number of uncommon species.  Con-
tinuing birds at Point Mugu included a Blue-winged 
Teal, two Black Scoters, two Common Goldeneyes, 
two Yellow-crowned Night-Herons, a Ferruginous 
Hawk, and a Vermilion Flycatcher through 3 Feb.  
New finds at Point Mugu included three White-winged 
Scoters on 11 Jan (DP, AS & RM) and a Mountain 
Bluebird on Feb 3 (MP & MR).  Seven Blue-winged 
Teal were at a reliable wintering location at Ormond 
Beach on 19 Jan (DK).  Arnold Road hosted an Ameri-
can Bittern on 25 Jan (DP) and a Pacific Golden-
Plover on 24 Jan (KT). A brief seawatch at Point Mugu 
yielded 125 Common Murres and 5 Rhinoceros Auk-
lets on 13 Jan (DP). 
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THE VENTURA AUDUBON SOCIETY holds its regular 
meeting on the second Tuesday of the month at the Poin-
settia Pavilion, 3451 Foothill Rd. in Ventura at 7:30 p.m., 
September through April. The May meeting is a barbecue. 
Call the President for information. Board Meetings are held 
on the first Tuesday of the month.  A Membership Form is 
available on our web site. 
 

THE CALIFORNIA CONDOR  is published  nine times per 
year (September—May). Members are encouraged to sub-
mit articles, announcements, letters and drawings in 
WORD format or in the form of an e-mail message.  The 
deadline is noon on the 12th of the month preceding the 
next issue. E-mail to:  birderz1@roadrunner.com  Call Edi-

tor Dee Press at 484-8415 for more information. 
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The Tuesday, March 6th Board of Directors meeting will be 
held at the Susha’s home, 2207 Eastridge Court in Oxnard, 
at 7:15 p.m.  Call  983-3929 for more information. 
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