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CALL NOTES…National Audubon Society 

The Great Backyard Bird Count  

The Great Backyard Bird Count (GBBC) is a free, fun, and easy event that engages bird 

watchers of all ages in counting birds to create a real-time snapshot of bird populations. 

Participants are asked to count birds for as little as 15 minutes (or as long as they wish) on one or 

more days of the four-day event and report their sightings online at birdcount.org.  Anyone can take 

part in the Great Backyard Bird Count, from beginning bird watchers to experts, and you can partic-

ipate from your backyard, or anywhere in the world. 

Each checklist submitted during the GBBC helps researchers at the  Cornell Lab of  

Ornithology and the National Audubon Society learn more about how birds are doing, and how to protect them and the 

environment we share.  Last year, more than 160,000 participants submitted their bird observations online, creating 

the largest instantaneous snapshot of global bird populations ever recorded. 

The 22nd annual GBBC will be held Friday, February 15, through Wednesday, February 20, 2019.  Please visit the 

official website at birdcount.org for more information and be sure to check out the latest educational and promotional 

resources. 

"This count is so fun because anyone can take part—we all learn and watch birds together—whether you are an 

expert, novice, or feeder watcher. I like to invite new birders to join me and share the experience. Get involved, invite 

your friends, and see how your favorite spot stacks up."  -Gary Langham, Chief Scientist. 

Bird populations are always shifting and changing.  For example, 2014 GBBC data highlighted a large irruption of 

Snowy Owls across the northeastern, mid-Atlantic, and Great Lakes areas of the United States. The data also showed 

the 

effects that warm weather patterns have had on bird movement around the country.  For more on the results of the 

latest GBBC, take a look at the GBBC Summary, and be sure to check out some of the images in the 2017 GBBC 

Photo Contest Gallery. 

On the program website participants can explore real-time maps and charts that show what others are reporting during 

and after the count.  Be sure to check out the Explore a Region tool to get an idea of what you can expect to see in 

your area during the next GBBC. 

For questions and comments, please contact the National Audubon Society or Cornell Lab of Ornithology: 

National Audubon Society 

citizenscience@audubon.org 

Cornell Lab of Ornithology 

Inside the US: (800) 843-2473 

Outside the US: (607) 254-2473) 

gbbc@cornell.edu 

The Great Backyard Bird Count is made possible, in part, by generous support from Wild Birds Unlimited. 

http://www.birdcount.org/
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/
http://www.audubon.org/
http://www.birdcount.org/
http://gbbc.birdcount.org/get-started/
http://gbbc.birdcount.org/get-started/
http://gbbc.birdcount.org/2017-gbbc-summary/
http://gbbc.birdcount.org/photo-subs-2017/results/
http://gbbc.birdcount.org/photo-subs-2017/results/
http://www.birdcount.org/
http://ebird.org/ebird/gbbc/eBirdReports?cmd=Start&siteLanguage=en&__hstc=64079792.c1abd9e74cbc1c3e9aafbe8462bd184d.1410891154575.1415652570374.1415981511193.21&__hssc=64079792.1.1415981511193&__hsfp=3095727595
mailto:citizenscience@audubon.org
mailto:gbbc@cornell.edu


 

 

FEBRUARY PROGRAM 
Shoeshine Boy to Scientist...Rene Corado 

 

7:30 p.m. Tuesday, February 12th, Poinsettia Pavilion, 3451 Foothill Road, Ventura 
 

 

Rene Corado will speak about his experiences as an immigrant child in Guatemala and his journey to become a 

scientist and environmental advocate in the US, Guatemala, and the Amazon jungle.  The Guatemala native 

rose from gardener at the Western Foundation of Vertebrate Zoology (WFVZ) in Camarillo to become its 

Collections Manager.  

The collections of the WFVZ today include more than 225,00 sets of eggs with data, 18,000 nests, and 56,000 

bird study skins.  The nest collection is the largest collection of its kind in the world, and the egg collection also is 

one of the largest collections in the world, joined by the British Museum of Natural History.  

The holdings of the WFVZ also include a “broken egg” collection containing thousands of eggs, with data, that 
can be used for analyses requiring the destruction of eggshells, and a “no data” egg and nest collection 
containing thousands of specimens that can be used for display and teaching purposes. 

His field work has taken him to the Amazon jungle, waterfalls in Costa Rica and last summer to a nature pre-
serve on the Santa Clara River in search of the endangered yellow-billed cuckoo. He came to fame in his 
homeland after he penned his autobiography "El Lustrador" in Spanish.  He also started the nonprofit El 
Lustrador Foundation to provide scholarships to impoverished Guatemalan students. 
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  NOTES FROM THE FIELD ...David Pereksta 
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There were major changes again to the bird habitat in Ventura County when an all too familiar story of late plagued us 

as fires ravaged extensive areas in the Santa Monica Mountains. This will have an affect on our avifauna for years to 

come as major habitat conversion occurred in many areas. When access is reestablished to the burn areas, going out 

to those places and recording your observations in eBird will help start the process of post-fire monitoring. Let us hope 

that those habitats recover as quickly as they can. 

As many as 14 Common Goldeneyes continued at Lake Piru through 21 Dec. A 

Red-necked Grebe was found returning for another winter at Point Mugu 7-31 Dec 

(DP). Continuing birds at the Naval Base at Point Mugu included as many as 3 

Redheads through 26 Dec, 4 Common Goldeneyes through 16 Dec, a Ruff through 

21 Dec, as many as 6 Red Knots through 21 Dec, a Tricolored Heron through 17 

Dec, as many as 5 Reddish Egrets through 31 Dec, as many as 49 Yellow-crowned 

Night-Herons through 26 Dec, and as many as seven Vermilion Flycatchers through 

26 Dec. A Common Gallinule was at McGrath Lake on 3 Dec (SK) and another 

continued at the Ventura Settling Ponds through 28 Dec. As many as three Yellow-crowned Night-Herons continued 

at the Ventura Settling Ponds through 28 Dec. 

The Zone-tailed Hawk continued to be seen in various places around Ojai through 16 Dec. 

Ferruginous Hawks included one at Point Mugu on 3 Dec (AP), two in the La Jolla Valley on 

16 Dec (CSw), one in Fillmore 18-24 Dec (KO), one in the Ozena Valley on 26 Dec (DP), and 

as many as two at Lake Piru 21-24 Dec (JP & TP, EM). Bald Eagles continued at Lake Casitas 

through 24 Dec, Lake Piru through 24 Dec, and Point Mugu through 21 Dec. Two Short-eared 

Owls were at Lake Casitas 7-23 Dec (JG et al.). 

The Thousand Oaks CBC on 16 Dec tallied an impressive 192 species. Highlights found on 

count day included six White-winged Scoters along the Point Mugu coast (AS & DM), a 

Swainson’s Hawk over the Eastern Arm of Mugu Lagoon (AS & DM), Yellow-bellied 

Sapsucker at Pepper Tree Park in Newbury Park (CB et al.), a Swamp Sparrow at Point 

Mugu (DP et al.), and a Tropical Kingbird, White-throated Sparrow, and Yellow-headed 

Blackbird at CSUCI (JB). The Tropical Kingbird continued through 29 Dec and the Swainson’s Hawk continued 

through 20 Dec. 

A Lewis’s Woodpecker continued at Lake Sherwood through 16 Dec and a Yellow-bellied Sapsucker was found on 

Rincon Mountain on 15 Dec (PG, CS & JS). A Large-billed Savannah Sparrow was at Ormond Beach on 21 Dec 

(JG, PL et al.). A White-throated Sparrow was in a Newbury Park yard 1-31 Dec (CB & RA). 

Thank you to those who reported sightings during the last month.  If you have any questions about local birds or have a 
good one to report (please no calls about nuisance birds), call or e-mail David Pereksta at 659-5740 or  
[pereksta@pacbell.net]. 
 

Good birding, 

David Pereksta 

Observers:  Richard Armerding, Joel Barrett, Catherine Bourne, Peter Gaede, Jesse Grantham, Sangeet Khalsa, Peter 

Larramendy, Dan Maxwell, Eddie Monson, Kris Ohlenkamp, Jon Patzlaff, Tom Patzlaff, Andrew Partin, David Pereksta, 

Conor Scotland, Julie Scotland, Adam Searcy, and Cody Swanson 



 

F E B R U A R Y  F I E L D  T R I P S . . . Adele  Fergusson  
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Beginners are welcome on all field trips.  Light drizzle does not necessarily cancel trips, but heavier rain will. If in doubt, 
please call the trip leader.  For all trips, please wear appropriate clothing (layers are suggested), comfortable shoes, and 
bring snacks, water, hats, sunscreen, binoculars and field guides. 
 
A few reminders about birding etiquette:  Stay behind the leader, move quietly, ask questions, listen to what people are 
pointing out.  When socializing, stay behind the group. 
 
 
Saturday, Feb 2, 2019 8:00 a.m.  Work Day Hedrick Ranch Nature Area 
Leader: Sandy Hedrick 805-340-0478 
Arrive at 8:00 for self-guided birding which usually yields some interesting birds. Work from 9am – noon. Long pants and 
boots or closed shoes are required. Bring water, gloves & sun protection. 
Directions:  Take Hwy 126 to Santa Paula, 10th St. Exit.  Go under freeway, rt.  
on Harvard, rt. on 12th and cross the S.C. River Bridge.  Go 3.7 miles to 20395 S. Mountain Rd.  Turn left onto the dirt 
road & follow it to the end (approx. ½ mile).  Even a little rain can make the road impassable; if in doubt, call Sandy to 
check road condition 
 
Saturday, Feb 9, 2019 8:30 a.m.  Arroyo Verde 
Leader: Raeann Koerner 805-701-1919 
Arroyo Verde Park. Leader:  Enjoy birding the oak woodland, grassy areas, and chaparral in this long, broad canyon. 
Early spring migrants may include Western Tanager, Rufous Hummingbird, Ash-throated Flycatcher, and Phainopepla. 
Directions:  Take Victoria Ave. north, left on Foothill Rd., right on Day Rd. entrance to the park. Meet at the last parking 
lot by the restrooms.  
 
Sunday, Feb 17, 2019 8:30 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.  Ventura Settling Ponds 
Leader: Corine Barksdale 805-535-5173 
Enjoy a morning of mostly waterfowl birding.  Spotting scopes are always welcome.  
Directions:  Take Harbor Blvd to Spinnaker and enter Ventura Harbor.  The Water Treatment Plant is on Angler 
before Spinnaker curves to the right.  Park either across from the entrance on Angler or if there is not room, park in the 
lot on the right side of Spinnaker past the Ventura Boat Yard and meet at the gate. Note:  Take care in crossing 
Spinnaker due to the blind curve. 
 
Sunday Feb 24, 2019 8:30 a.m.  Ojai Meadows 
Leader: Tevin Schmitt 661-904-1563 
This beautiful preserve is a birding hotspot and includes a restored wetland and native plantings. Directions: To 
carpool, meet at the Museum of Ventura Co., 100 E. Main St. (side parking lot) at 8:00 a.m.  Take Hwy 33 toward Ojai 
and turn left at the Y.  The preserve is on the left side. Parking is available in front of the entrance and also at Nordoff 
High School.  We will meet at the entrance.  Target birds will include: Western Bluebirds, Sora, Belted Kingfisher, 
Western Meadowlark, Merlin, Cedar Waxwing, Lark Sparrow, Lincoln’s Sparrow and White-crowned Sparrows.  
 

 

 
FIELD TRIPS...(Continued on Page 5) 



 

SPECIAL PELAGIC TRIP 
Saturday, March 9, 2019 8:00 a.m. 

 

Organized by:  Red Rock Audubon, Mike Baker 702-372-4477 

This field trip is being hosted by Island Packers, Ventura, CA and reservations are now available.  We have made 
reservations for 15 attendees from our Chapter.  If you are interested in participating on this multi-chapter Audubon 
society trip, it is suggested you make your reservation as soon as possible since the boat has a capacity limit of 60 per-
sons. 

Reservations::  Through Island Packers Cruises and taken on an individual basis only (not by group). Phone Island 
Packers at 805-642-1393 or their website at https://reserve.islandpackers.com/?tab=special_trips 

It is suggested you arrive at the Channel Islands Harbor in Oxnard, Island Packers terminal, Marine Emporium 
Landing at 7:15, 45 minutes prior to an 08:00 departure. 

Notes:  There is a 3-day prior cancellation policy on reservations, should you need to cancel. Island Packers reserves 
the right to cancel (mostly based on the weather). Check with Island Packers for weather information the week prior to 
the trip. 

What to expect: While tripods are allowed, monopods are more versatile.  Rain gear and moisture protection is 
suggested for clothing, electronics, cameras, optics, etc. 

Below is general information: 
1)  anticipated birds to be found (last years trip). 
2)  background information on IslandPackers Cruises, captain and guide Joel Barrett. 

FIELD TRIPS...(Continued from Page 4) 
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California Birds in a Changing Climate  

 
 

 

 

 

In 2014, the National Audubon Society released a landmark study 
examining the impact of climate change on birds of the United States and 
Canada.   

Curious about what this study said about the birds of our area, the NSAS 
Citizen Science team dug into the details.  Inspired by and passionate about 
what we found, we were inspired to write and produce this book. 

To obtain this book, click to follow the link for further information. 

http://islandpackers.com/birding-excursions-2/
https://reserve.islandpackers.com/?tab=special_trips
https://reserve.islandpackers.com/?tab=special_trips
https://www.thesaltybird.com/single-post/2018/03/18/2018-Scrub-Jay-Pelagic-trip-report
http://islandpackers.com/
https://www.thesaltybird.com/about-me
https://onedrive.live.com/?authkey=%21APHPy0qe-1_pvJ0&cid=0F76AB1518A5E783&id=F76AB1518A5E783%21800&parId=F76AB1518A5E783%21797&o=OneUp
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THE VENTURA AUDUBON SOCIETY holds its monthly program on the second Tuesday of the month at the Poinsettia 
Pavilion, 3451 Foothill Rd. in Ventura at 7:30 p.m., September through April.  Board Meetings are held bimonthly on the 
first Tuesday of the month.  A membership form is available on the VAS web site.  Our May meeting is a barbecue. 
 
THE CALIFORNIA CONDOR is published nine times per year (September-May).  Members are encouraged to submit 
articles, announcements, letters and drawings, preferably in WORD format, or in the form of an e-mail message.  The 
deadline is noon on the 15th of the month preceding the month of publishing.  

BOARD MEETING:  The next Board of Directors meeting will be on Tuesday March 5th, 2019.  Our meetings are held 
at Wild Birds Unlimited located at 4020 E. Main Street, Ventura, 805-765-4594.  Because the store will be closed, 
parking is available.  VAS members are welcome to attend. 

MEMBERSHIP EXPIRATION: If you are not sure whether your membership has expired, please email Deborah at 
debburns38@gmail.com and she will check it out for you. 

 
Follow us on  

 
Like us on  

 
View us on  

V A S  O F F I C E R S  &  B O A R D  M E M B E R S  
2 0 1 8 - 2 0 1 9  

Officers 

President Bruce Schoppe 805-658-2396 

Vice President Tom Black 805-985-2325 

Vice President/Conservation Cynthia Hartley 805-795-4115 

Treasurer Sherry Dorris 805-985-7273 

Secretary Alexis Frangis 805-217-4833 

Board Members 

Conservation Sandy Hedrick 805-643-2408 

Publicity Jim Susha 805-983-3929 

Field Trips Adele Fergusson 805-415-4304 

At Large Jackie Worden 805-657-2837 

Membership Deborah Burns 805-933-0647 

Christmas Bird Count Frank DeMartino 856-906-8733 

Newsletter Janice Susha 805-983-3929 

At Large Debra Barringer 303-880-0308 

At Large/CSUCI Audubon Club Kat O’Dea 818-916-4154 

Chairs & Committee Members 

Webmaster Christi Lester 310-722-9557 

Education Betsy Bachman 805-646-4407 

Conservation Committee 
Cynthia Hartley - Chair 
Shorebird Recovery: 
Debra Barringer 
Alexis Frangis 
Cynthia Hartley 
Kat O’Dea 

Santa Clara River Issues: 
Sandy Hedrick 
Ventura River/Least Bell’s Vireo: 
Jackie Worden 
Coastal Planning Issues: 
Debra Barringer 

https://www.instagram.com/venturaaudubonsociety/
https://www.facebook.com/VenturaAudubonSociety/
https://twitter.com/VenturaAudubon

