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    CALL NOTES ...Bruce Schoppe, PresidentCALL NOTES ...Bruce Schoppe, PresidentCALL NOTES ...Bruce Schoppe, PresidentCALL NOTES ...Bruce Schoppe, President    

Summer is over!  Back to school or work or, in our case, back to monthly programs and field trips!  I hope that you had a 
good summer.  The summer field trip series was successful.  Thanks to Allen Bertke for leading those excursions and to 
Laura Gulovsen for organizing them.   
 
Before I go any further, I want to thank you all for your generosity during the Birdathon in April.  Your contributions to-
taled $4,236.00.  Perhaps it was the direct mail appeal that helped but, whatever the reason, awesome!  THANK YOU!  
We have a lot going on and the money will be put to good use.  In fact, we already allocated some to extend the cowbird 
trapping program an extra couple of weeks to ensure success of the Least Bell’s Vireo nest or nests. 
 
The beaches of Ventura County have been busy hosting nesting Western Snowy Plovers and California Least Terns, 
both listed under the Endangered Species Act.  Although not in the numbers experienced in 2013, our beaches continue 
to be a favored location for these birds.  With funding from The Nature Conservancy and NRG Corporation, a monitoring 
program has been ongoing at Hollywood and Ormond Beaches.  Debra Barringer was contracted to conduct the monitor-
ing and, with help from Danielle Glenn at Hollywood and Chris Kahler at Ormond, they have maintained a weekly sched-
ule to document nests and fledging successes – despite predators and vandals!  Ormond Beach is also fortunate to have 
Walter Fuller who has been the de facto “Steward of Ormond Beach” and, now, is, officially, its caretaker! 
 
Most people respect the symbolic fences that have been erected (with help from Oxnard City Corps) but, dogs off leash 
and some vandalism of fences and nests have been observed.  All beaches in Ventura County require dogs to be on 
leash and enforcement efforts have been stepped up at both locations.      (continued on Page 4) 
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“TRACKING on the EDGE” with WARREN BRUSH“TRACKING on the EDGE” with WARREN BRUSH“TRACKING on the EDGE” with WARREN BRUSH“TRACKING on the EDGE” with WARREN BRUSH    
    

Join international nature educator, permaculture teacher, designer, men-
tor and storyteller, Warren Brush, for an inspiring sharing of stories and 
images that link nature education and the permaculture movement with 
our timely need for sustainable and equitable living.   

Warren’s stories will bring to light a hopeful vision for generations to 
come that derives from his experiences and understandings gained from 
his lifelong work in mentoring youth in the wilderness, learning from in-
digenous elders and cultures, working with child soldiers and distressed 
communities globally, and designing sustainable human living systems 
and settlements around the world.    

The talk will inspire us to look to nature for our essential understandings 
that guide how we must consciously design our way into an equitable, 

stable, and resilient future, essentially making obsolete the root causes of climate change, ecological degradation, and 
social erosion.  Please join us! 
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Identifying Dowitchers and Other Difficult Species Groups… 
Cheat If You Have To! (Part 1) 

 
Similar looking species of birds can be difficult to separate in the field and there are a number locally that frustrate bird-
ers.  Sometimes what should be perfectly identifiable photographs do not help as much as they should.  This month and 
next I am going to delve into this challenge by reviewing resources and methods for identifying Long-billed and Short-
billed Dowitchers. 
 
Personally, dowitchers can still give me fits after years of looking at them and I have a file of photos I have yet to identify 
confidently to species.  I commonly see birders quickly throwing a label on dowitchers; identifying it to one species or the 
other without fully assessing the pertinent fieldmarks, structural differences, behaviors, or vocalizations.  Reviewing eBird 
submissions, I rarely find that anyone adequately documents these two species or when they do, they often assess the 
wrong characters or try to distinguish ones that cannot be accurately assessed in the field.  These two species can be 
difficult to identify, but study and preparation can help demystify these birds and create good habits for tackling other 
difficult to identify species pairings/groups. 
 
To begin with, most field guides are woefully inadequate on separating dowitchers and can confuse the matter for bird-
ers, especially beginners.  Many birders will focus on plumage patterns, but in the case of dowitchers knowing the age of 
the bird, its subspecies, and where it is in its molt cycle are crucial to identification via this method.  However, digging 
deeper than the conventional field guides, there are a number of resources to guide our knowledge of dowitcher identifi-
cation.  First, there are several guides dedicated to shorebird identification that cover the dowitcher species in greater 
depth than any North American field guide.  Second, there are advanced guides to bird identification that focus solely on 
difficult to identify groups including dowitchers and others.  Lastly, there have been articles published in Birding maga-
zine and elsewhere that advance the knowledge of the field identification of dowitchers.  An internet search on the topic 
will discover a surprising number of articles on the topic with some focusing on very specific identification points. 
 
As I discussed in my series on bird identification last year, combining as many features as possible is the key to correctly 
identifying difficult species.  Some species need fine-tuned IDs and by reviewing the abundance of resources available 
to birders today you can equip yourself to tackle these challenges.  No single fieldmark is fail proof, especially in dowitch-
ers.  After reviewing various books and other articles, you would find that there are many elements of Long-billed and 
Short-billed Dowitcher identification including vocalizations, bill characteristics, bill and leg color, feeding posture, the 
loral angle, extent of tail barring, underwing patterns, and a variety of plumage differences that vary by alternate, basic, 
and juvenile plumages.  Habitat choice is also a helpful indicator.  Since we have run out of space this month, I will re-
view the gory details of dowitcher ID next month and discuss how I personally addressed this issue…yes, I developed a 
cheat sheet.  If you are feeling adventurous, take a crack at identifying these two photos by exploring the resources iden-
tified above.  To get you started, the right bird is in fresh alternate plumage, while the bird on the left is a juvenile.  Have 
fun…more discussion next month.  
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Beginners are welcome on all field trips. Light drizzle 
does not necessarily cancel trips, but heavier rain 
will. If in doubt, please call the trip leader. For all 
trips, please wear appropriate clothing (layers are 
suggested), comfortable shoes, and bring snacks, 
water, hats, sunscreen, binoculars and field guides.  
 
Saturday, Sept 6, 8:30 a.m. Emma Wood/Ventura 
River Estuary. Leader: Neil Ziegler (805)983-7207. Join 
us as we kick off a new year of birding at one of our most 
productive birding locations! We will begin at Emma 
Wood State Beach, where we will target Snowy and 
Semipalmated Plover and Caspian Terns. We will then 
walk along Main St across the Ventura River bridge, bird-
ing along the river bottom as we walk to the Ventura 
River Estuary. The estuary is always an exciting place to 
bird, and target birds will include:  Black-bellied Plover, 
Willet, Whimbrel, Black Turnstone, Red-necked Phala-
rope, and Forester’s Tern. There will be a fair amount of 
walking, so please dress appropriately in layers and com-
fortable shoes. Directions: From US-101, exit California 
St, turn right and then a quick left onto Thompson Blvd. 
Follow Thompson and turn left on W. Main St. Follow W. 
Main St until just before it enters the freeway. Emma 
Wood is on the left. There is ample street parking along 
the outside of the park (we must park outside and walk 
in). Please do not leave valuables in your car, and be 
sure to lock your vehicle. 
 
Tuesday, Sept 9, 8:30 a.m. Ventura Settling Ponds. 
Leader: Adele Fergusson (805) 415-4304.  
We will look for a variety of shore and ocean birds and 
ducks such as teals, grebes, egrets, herons and Buffle-
heads as well as the adorable and elusive Marsh Wren. 
Directions:Take Harbor Blvd to Spinnaker Dr and enter 
Ventura Harbor. The water treatment plant is on Angler, a 
left turn before Spinnaker curves to the right. There is 
limited parking in front of the gate, and additional parking 
in the lot on right hand side of road. Use caution in cross-
ing road at blind curve. Meet in front of gate.  
 
Saturday, Sept 13, 8:30 a.m. Canada Larga. Leader: 
David Torfeh (805) 794-5334. We will drive and walk as 
we bird this beautiful canyon road and one of our best 
birding hotspots. Directions: From 101N, take the 33 
and exit Canada Larga Rd. Meet at the beginning of the 

road. IMPORTANT NOTE: This is a fairly busy county 
road, so please use good birding etiquette. Do not stop 
your car in the middle of the road and always bird from the 
shoulder. Target birds will include: Red-shouldered Hawk, 
Red-breasted Sapsucker, Nuttall’s Woodpecker, and 
White-breasted Nuthatch.  
 
Saturday, Sept 20, 8:30 a.m. Beginner’s Bird Walk 
Surfer’s Knoll/Santa Clara River Estuary. Leader: Allen 
Bertke (805) 640-9037.We hope to see a variety of shore-
birds including Snowy Plovers, grebes, turnstones, Whim-
brels, godwits, cormorants and sandpipers, as well as 
many ducks and gulls. Direction: Take Harbor Blvd to 
Spinnaker and enter Ventura Harbor. Follow Spinnaker as 
it curves around to the right. Surfers’ Knoll is on the left. 
Please bring scopes if you have them. We will be walking 
on sand, so please wear appropriate footwear and plan on 
dressing in layers. 
 
(Continued on Page 4) 
 
 

Surfers’ Knoll Beach 
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...CALL NOTES (continued from Page 1) 

 
The State Parks have their own monitoring programs led by our own Alexis Frangis. This year, for the first time in 3 
years, two chicks successfully fledged!  Alexis was ecstatic! (I’m sure that you know, dogs are not allowed on any 
beaches that are within State Parks!) 
 
Alexis also organized and trained 19 volunteer docents to help educate the public on WSP and CLT and why we care 
about them.  Added to several who “re-upped” from last year, we had more than 20 people who spent time at all the 
beaches.  All of the beaches have seen heavy traffic this summer, so their presence has been especially important.  
Continuing and expanding the docent program is high on our priority list for summer 2015. 
 
With funding from Audubon California and Southern California Edison, we were again able to set out cowbird traps on 
Ventura County property adjacent to VHC’s property on the lower Ventura River.  At least one pair of Least Bell’s Vireo, 
perhaps two, successfully nested.  To have bigger and lasting impact, this program needs to be continued and ex-
panded in future years. 
 
Your team is busily at work planning an interesting and informative 2014-15 VAS program year.  The Program Commit-
tee, chaired by Laura Gulovsen, assisted by Margaret Wilson and Audrey Vincent, will have eight great programs the 2nd 
Tuesday of each month at 7:30 PM at Poinsettia Pavilion.  Karin Kersteter is planning almost weekly field trips to inter-
esting and “birdy” spots.  Included will be two weekend trips to more distant destinations.  Monthly “work days” will con-
tinue at Hedrick Ranch Nature Area or the adjacent Nature Conservancy property on the Santa Clara River, and, of 
course, Dee Press, Editor, will be faithfully publishing your monthly Newsletter, The California Condor. 
 
VAS has a lot going on!  Please join us for any of these programs and projects in the upcoming year! 

 

...FIELD TRIPS (continued from Page 3) 
 

Saturday, Sept 27, 8:15 a.m.-6 p.m. Day trip to Santa Cruz Island, Leader: Matthew Page 
(fieldtrips@conejovalleyaudubon.org). Join us on a 
much anticipated trip to Santa Cruz Island in the 
Channel Islands National Park. Our Island Packers 
boat will leave from Ventura Harbor at 9 a.m. and land 
at Prisoner’s Harbor. During the voyage, we will look 
for pelagic species such as murrelets, shearwaters, 
and terns. Once on land, we will look for the endemic 
Island Scrub Jay and Island Fox, as well as other 
early migrants. You must purchase your own ticket for 
the boat trip ($59 for adults/$54 for seniors). Please 
call Island Packers at (805)642-1393 to purchase your 
ticket well in advance, as the trips often sell out. Re-
member, there are no facilities on the island, so bring 
all food and snacks you will need for the day. Pack it 
in, pack it out policy is in effect. There are free lockers 
on the island for gear storage. Bring water, sunscreen, 
and seasickness medication if needed! The boat will 
leave the island at 4 p.m. and we expect to be back 
around 6 p.m. Directions:  Enter Ventura Harbor on Spinnaker Dr, turn right at entrance sign Ventura Harbor Village #4. 
Arrive 45 minutes prior to departure (8:15am). Please see Island Packers website at http://www.islandpackers.com/
DayTripPreparation.html for more information. 
 
Sunday, Sept 28, 8am Laguna Tams. Leader: Matthew Page, Fieldtrips@conejovalleyaudubon.org). 
The tamarisk trees at Laguna Rd are a migrant hot spot. Migrating birds are attracted to the insects in the trees and a 
number of uncommon to rare birds often show up at this location. Directions: From Hwy 101, take Rice Ave south 
(toward the ocean), turn left (east) on E Pleasant Valley Rd, turn right on Laguna Rd. Please observe good birding eti-
quette at this location, as it is a fairly busy road in an agricultural area. Carpooling is encouraged to minimize traffic.To 
carpool from Ventura: Meet at 7:15 a.m. at Pacific View Mall, Coastal View Dr entrance. Park in the outer parking lot 
near Trader Joe’s (across from the parking structure). To carpool from areas south of Ventura: Meet at 7:15 at the 
Las Posas Park and Ride, located next to the 76 gas station. 
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April-July 2014  
 
Perhaps the most surprising report of the season was a young male King Eider that stranded itself on the beach at Point 
Mugu on 14 Apr (FF & DP).  The bird was taken to a rehab facility, but died soon thereafter.  Another surprise at Point 
Mugu was a nesting pair of Vermilion Flycatchers that produced a first breeding record for Ventura County when a 
chick was found on 30 Apr (FF).  The adults and the fledgling continued through at least 25 Jul. 
 
While not the season for waterfowl, a number of species continued into the spring or summered locally.  The only sum-
mering Brant this year included three birds at the Santa Clara River Mouth 25-28 Jun (EA) with two remaining through 
Jul 20 and one through Jul 25.  A Ross’s Goose was unseasonal at Lake Casitas 4-7 Jun (DR) and as many as eight 
Common Mergansers continued there through 5 Jun.  Common Mergansers were also reported from Matilija Lake 25-
27 Apr (MP).  Unusual was a summering Hooded Merganser at Rancho Simi Park 1-30 Jul (DK).  Also unseasonal was 
a Long-tailed Duck in Mugu Lagoon 28 May-4 Jun (AS).  Five Blue-winged Teal were on the Oxnard Plain on 18 Apr 
(DP), and a Greater Scaup and three wintering White-winged Scoters continued in Mugu Lagoon through 15 Apr.   
 
Several uncommon wading birds were found locally during the spring and summer.  After a near absence in recent 
years, Cattle Egrets were reported from various locations around the county this spring.  These sightings may represent 
the same group of birds, but included two in Arroyo Simi on 1 Apr (DK), one at the Ventura Settling Ponds on 27 Apr 
(MTo), as many as three on the Oxnard Plain 4-28 May (DP & DDJ), and three at Lake Casitas on 22 May (KKr).  Least 
Bitterns were reported from their local strongholds including individuals at Lake Sherwood on 1 Jul (MH) and 30 Jul 
(AW), and two at Matilija Lake 6 Apr-15 Jun (DP & TM).  Two Reddish Egrets were at Mugu Lagoon 9-25 Jul (DP) and 
another was at the Santa Clara River Estuary 19-27 Jul (KTP).  Yellow-crowned Night-Herons continued their now 
year-round residency and breeding on the Naval Base at Point Mugu.   
 
Several uncommon or rare seabirds were exciting finds for those who ventured offshore.  A Blue-footed Booby was on 
Anacapa Island 11-28 Jul (JB) and a Brown Booby was in the same area on 29 June (JB).  A pelagic trip out of Ventura 
on 13 Jul had six Ashy Storm-Petrels, a South Polar Skua and three Craveri’s Murrelets in Ventura County waters 
(DP, TM et al).  An Ashy Storm-Petrel was south of Anacapa Island on 8 May (DP) and four were off Ventura on 26 Jul 
(JB).  An Ancient Murrelet was off Ventura on 7 May (JB). 
 
Along the coast, American White Pelicans are not expected locally during the spring and summer so five at Point Mugu 
on 25 Apr (JM) with at least one remaining through 20 Jul were notable as were three at SCRE through 11 Apr.  A pair of 
Gull-billed Terns seen at Ormond Beach on 24 Apr (DB) and then photographed near Point Mugu on 2 May (DP) pro-
vided a first substantiated record for the county.  An adult Laughing Gull was photographed in the same vicinity on 18 
May (DP & DDJ).  The only Franklin’s Gull of the season was at the Santa Clara River Estuary on 5 May (PJ & LD).  A 
Common Tern was at Mugu Lagoon on 11 May (DP).  Royal Terns were formerly rare during the summer along our 
coast; however, they were reported widely again this summer with dozens of reports from Ventura to Point Mugu and 
offshore.  Black Skimmers at Point Mugu included 15 on 15 Apr (DP), a high of 22 on 25 Apr (JM), and smaller num-
bers thereafter through the summer with a least one bird still being seen through 18 Jul.  Other Black Skimmer reports 
included two at the Santa Clara River Estuary on 6 May (LD) with one bird being reported there on-and-off through 26 
Jul. 
 
Raptor reports were few, as expected at this time of year, but the pair and juvenile Bald Eagles continued to be seen 
around the nest tree at Lake Casitas through at least 1 Jul.  A northbound Swainson’s Hawk was over Round Mountain 
on 18 Apr (DP). 
 
The wintering Sandhill Crane on the Oxnard Plain continued through 15 Jun.  Another individual was at the Santa Clara 
River Estuary on 27 Apr (DM).  A Common Gallinule continued at the Ventura Settling Ponds through 27 Apr.  Uncom-
mon shorebirds included a Solitary Sandpiper at the Ojai Meadows on 6 Apr (DP & TM) and another at McGrath State 
Beach on 11 Apr (AF).  Rare was a spring migrant Pectoral Sandpiper near Point Mugu on 6 Apr (LS) while the first 
southbound Pectoral Sandpiper was at the Santa Clara River Estuary on 24 Jul (KKr).  The two hybrid American x 
Black Oystercatchers continued throughout the summer at the Ventura Harbor. 

    ...David Pereksta...David Pereksta...David Pereksta...David Pereksta 

NOTES FROM THE FIELD NOTES FROM THE FIELD NOTES FROM THE FIELD NOTES FROM THE FIELD     
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(NOTES FROM THE FIELD  (continued from Page 5) 
 
Uncommon or rare migrants surprised those who looked up or listened to birds flying over.  A Common Nighthawk was 
over Frazier Mountain on 20 Jun, furnishing one of very few county records (DP, DK & CK).  Rarely seen locally during 
migration, a dozen Black Swifts were over Ventura on 20 May (MT).  For those watching flowers or feeders instead of 
the sky, the exceptional spring for Calliope Hummingbirds continued with reports from around the county including one 
at Valle Lindo Park in Camarillo on 3 Apr (DP), two in Ventura on 5 Apr (ETG), one at Lake Sherwood on 7 Apr (MH), 
one at feeders in Camarillo on 9 Apr (CL), and one at Matilija Lake on 25 Apr (MP & KK).  Another great yard bird was a 
Yellow-billed Cuckoo that flew into a window in Camarillo on 6 Jul (fide BS). 
 
A number of uncommon and rare passerines were noted during 
the spring and summer.  A Scissor-tailed Flycatcher thrilled 
birders from all over southern California during its stay at Teague 
Park in Santa Paula 17 Jun-31 Jul (GT).  It mated with a Western 
Kingbird and was seen tending a nest in the park with at least 
one chick evident in the nest 24-31 Jul.  Another Scissor-tailed 
Flycatcher was seen in Canada Larga on 5 Jun (TG & IC) and 
yet another was at Point Mugu 24 Jun-mid July (MR).  Migrant 
Hammond’s Flycatchers included one at Wheeler Gorge Camp-
ground on 6 Apr (DP & TM), 25 Apr (MP & KK), and 27 Apr (DP); 
three at Sisar Canyon on 7 Apr (JB); one at Matilija Lake on 27 
Apr (PG); and three on San Nicolas Island on 14 May (DP, MR & 
LD).  Migrant Gray Flycatchers included one on Anacapa Island 
on 18 Apr (JB) and one in Hueneme on 7 May (AS), while two 
were on territory in Quatal Canyon 2-13 May (DP).  Dusky Fly-
catchers were on territory on Frazier Mountain 9 May-3 Jul (DP 
& JA), Mount Pinos 13 May-19 Jul (M. Obs.), and Pine Mountain on 28 May (KKr).  A Willow Flycatcher was on San 
Nicolas Island on 11 May (DP & MR).  Two Townsend’s Solitaires were on Mount Pinos on 2 May (DP) and another 
was at the Mount Pinos Campground 8-22 Jun (DP & TM).  A Northern Parula was singing along Old Creek Road on 17 
May (JG).  Several Rose-breasted Grosbeaks were reported at local feeders including one in Newbury Park 5-6 Jun 
(RA) and Ventura on 17 Jun (ETG).  The White-throated Sparrow found in February continued in Camarillo through 11 
Apr.  Two Scott’s Orioles were in Quatal Canyon on 9 May (DP & JA), 17 May (FD), and 8 Jul (PG), and two were 
along the Lockwood Valley Road on 22 Jun (DM et al.).  A Red Crossbill was on Frazier Mountain on 20 Jun (DP, DK & 
CK).  Yellow-headed Blackbirds included 3 at the Ojai Meadows on 2 May (DP), 5 at Arnold Road 10-17 May (JB & 
DK), 1 at Lake Casitas 18-20 May (TP), and as many as 15 along Casper Road 10-18 May (M. Obs.).  A Pine Siskin 
was singing on Mount Pinos on 9 May (DP). 
 
Thank you to those who reported sightings during the last month.  If you have any questions about local birds or have a 
good one to report (please no calls about nuisance birds), e-mail or call David Pereksta at <pereksta@pacbell.net> or 
659-5740. 
 
Good birding, 
David Pereksta 
 
Observers:   
 
Jessie Altstatt, Richard Armerding, Earl Arnold, Joel Barrett, Debra Barringer, Iris Chow, Frank DeMartino, Don DesJar-
din, Linda Dye, Francesca Ferrara, Alexis Frangis, Peter Gaede, Tina Gorelik, Jesse Grantham, Mary Hansen, Penny 
Johnson, Karin Kersteter, Chrystal Klabunde, Don Klabunde, Karl Krause, Carol Langford, Dan Maxwell, Todd McGrath, 
John Mueller, Matthew Page, Tim Peddicord, David Pereksta, Dan Richards, Martin Ruane, Larry Sansone,  Bruce 
Schoppe, Adam Searcy, Elisa Taylor-Godwin, Kyle Te Poel, Michael Tiffany, Michelle Townsley, Gary Tuttle, and An-
drew Wiegardt  
 
 
 

Scissor-Tailed Flycatcher 

Source: Flickr / mcaliens 



 

Birding Etiquette Reminder.  As our walks have many participants, here are some reminders 
to ensure a good experience for all:  Stay behind the leader, keep up and move quietly.  When 
socializing stay behind the group as many birds are found and identified by their songs & calls.  
Ask questions, but also listen to what people are pointing out. 
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 TEACHING THE NEXT GENERATIONTEACHING THE NEXT GENERATIONTEACHING THE NEXT GENERATIONTEACHING THE NEXT GENERATION    
                                                                                                                                                            ...Bruce Schoppe...Bruce Schoppe...Bruce Schoppe...Bruce Schoppe    
 
It is really fun to take a class of 25 to 30 grade school students to the beach to teach them about the birds, especially the 
plovers and terns that nest there.  Although most have been to the beach, they have never thought about it as “habitat”.  
Most have never used binoculars and it is a riot watching them figure out how to see through them.  (We do help!)  On 
one trip this spring, we didn’t see many birds but we saw two baby pinnipeds, one dead and one dying.  I was surprised 
at how calmly they accepted this scene as part of nature. 
 
Classes from four schools in Ventura, Oxnard, and Port Hueneme have been 
able to make these visits through the efforts of Michael Glenn, Biologist and 
the Connecting People with Nature Coordinator for the Ventura office of the 
USFWS.  Several VAS members have helped Michael with this project.  The 
objective is to teach the kids to appreciate and protect the birds on the 
beach, especially those that nest there.  Teachers, all of whom have an in-
terest in nature and science, weave the beach visits into classroom work.  
Michael and often Alexis Frangis first visit the classrooms to lay the ground-
work and then arrange for the beach visits.  Bus transportation is expensive! 
 
At the beach, the kids make notes of their observations and draw sketches 
of what they see.  This year, several classes were encouraged to make 
“Share the Shore” style drawings of nesting California least terns.  We turned 
(no pun intended) their work into an extension of the Share the Shore Chil-
dren’s Art Project VAS sponsored a few years ago.  That was focused on the 
Western snowy plover, but because of the nesting success in 2013 of least terns at Hollywood Beach, we wanted some 
new drawings that focused on the terns. 

 
Students from Terra Vista Elementary and Rio Vista Middle 
Schools in Oxnard, Sunkist Elementary in Port Hueneme, and 
Pierpont Elementary in Ventura participated.   We chose six 
drawings from which to make signs.  Four of them came from 
Sunkist in Port Hueneme.  On June 13th, we presented each 
artist with a copy of her sign at an awards assembly at the 
school.  Presenting the awards were Port Hueneme Mayor 
Joe Sharkey, Michael Glenn, and I. 
 
The student artists are, left to right, Rosana Solis, Itzel Prado, 
Cristal Perez and Jocelyn Ramirez.  Our thanks also to enthu-
siastic teachers Juan Venegas and Sudha Khurana at Sunkist, 
Nanette Melero at Terra Vista , Allison Brown at Rio Vista, and 
principal at Pierpont, Dr. Susan Martinez. The project will con-
tinue in the next school year.  We’ll take more trips to the 
beach and make more signs.  If you would like to help, please 
contact me. 
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(Submitted by Central Valley Bird Club)(Submitted by Central Valley Bird Club)(Submitted by Central Valley Bird Club)(Submitted by Central Valley Bird Club)    

CENTRAL VALLEY BIRD SYMPOSIUM CENTRAL VALLEY BIRD SYMPOSIUM CENTRAL VALLEY BIRD SYMPOSIUM CENTRAL VALLEY BIRD SYMPOSIUM     

Nov. 20Nov. 20Nov. 20Nov. 20----23, 2014 at the Stockton Hilton Hotel in Stockton, CA23, 2014 at the Stockton Hilton Hotel in Stockton, CA23, 2014 at the Stockton Hilton Hotel in Stockton, CA23, 2014 at the Stockton Hilton Hotel in Stockton, CA    

 
The Central Valley Bird Club will be hosting the 18th Annual Central Valley Birding 
Symposium Nov. 20-23, 2014 at the Stockton Hilton Hotel in Stockton, CA. Please 
come and help us kick off this year’s CVBS! Come meet the CVBS board & staff mem-
bers! Reconnect with old friends! Meet new ones! Take advantage of the scrumptious 
Hors D’oeuvres buffet & No Host Bar on Thursday night.  
 
Thursday Night's Keynote speaker is Ed Harper presenting a program on 
"Appreciating the Birds of the Central Valley”. The CVBS gets off to a super-
charged start with this lively and informative presentation. Ed is a widely known, popu-
lar and highly sought after speaker.  
 
Friday Night's keynote program is presented by Nat Seavey on “From Flood to Drought: A Bird’s-Eye View of Water 
Management in the Central Valley.“ Nat Seavey, is the Research Director of the Pacific Coast and Central Valley 
Group at Point Blue Conservation Science (formerly PRBO). His research is focused on the ecology and conservation of 
riparian ecosystems, bird migration, the ecological effects of climate change, and applying science to conservation deci-
sion making and public policy.  
 
Saturday Night's keynote program is presented by Joel Greenberg on “The Echoes of their Wings: The Life and Leg-
acy of the Passenger Pigeon." For the past four years he has been a leader in Project Passenger Pigeon which aims 
to mark the anniversary of the species' extinction. He is co-producing with director David Mrazek the documentary, From 
Billions to None: The Passenger Pigeon's Flight to Extinction. It will be available in spring of 2014.  
 
Workshops include: "Subspecies for Birders" by Joe Morlan, "What Birders should know about Taxonomy in Flux" 
by Jon Dunn & Kimball Garrett, and a photo workshop by Bob Steele, plus informative talks by Monica Iglesia, Sara 
Kross, and Bob Meese. Andy Engilis and his UCD Museum crew will present the very popular Specimen Workshop.  
 
Our field trips always turn up exciting birds. Add in the always entertaining and educational Bird ID Panel, the wonderful 
display of art and gifts for yourselves or others at the Birder’s Market, and the camaraderie of hundreds of like-minded 
folks, and you know you’ll have a good time! There's something for everyone interested in birds. Come and join us to 
bird, learn, and just have fun!  
 
To look over the line-up of speakers, workshops, and field trips or register, check out our website at:  
http://www.2013cvbs.org/  
 
Registration: http://www.regonline.com/centralvalleybirdingsymposium2014 
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THE VENTURA AUDUBON SOCIETY holds its regular 
meeting on the second Tuesday of the month at the Poin-
settia Pavilion, 3451 Foothill Rd. in Ventura at 7:30 p.m., 
September through April. The May meeting is a barbecue. 
Call the President for information. Board Meetings are held 
bi-monthly on the first Tuesday of the month.  A Member-
ship Form is available on our web site. 
 
THE CALIFORNIA CONDOR is published nine times per 
year (September-May). Members are encouraged to submit 
articles, announcements, letters and drawings, preferably 
in WORD format, or in the form of an e-mail message. The 
deadline is noon on the 10th of the month preceding the 
next issue. E-mail to: deepress2@gmail.com.  

BOARD MEETING: There will be a Board of Directors 
meeting on September 2 at the home of Bruce and Joyce  
Schoppe, 4875 Mascagni St, Ventura. Call  (805) 658-2396 
for more information. 

720 N. Thousand Oaks Blvd. 

Thousand oaks, CA 

Richard Armerding, Co-Owner,  
(VAS Member) 

In the Whole Foods shopping  
center off Wilbur 

VENTURA AUDUBON SOCIETYVENTURA AUDUBON SOCIETYVENTURA AUDUBON SOCIETYVENTURA AUDUBON SOCIETY    
 P.O. Box 24198 
 Ventura, CA 93002 

If you are not sure if your membership has expired, please email Jackie  
at jbworden7@gmail.com and she will check it out for you. 

 


