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Executive Summary

The abundance and productivity of the threatened western snowy plover (WSP)
(Charadrius alexandrinus nivosus) was monitored at Ormond Beach located in Oxnard,
Ventura County, California from March 19, 2009 to September 5, 2009.

An average of 30 adult WSP were recorded weekly during the survey period. There
were a total of 23 breeding individuals, which includes 13 males and 10 females. Thirty
three WSP nests were located of which 54.5% successfully hatched (18 nests) and
45.5% failed (15 nests). Of the failed nests, one was vandalized by an off-road vehicle,
seven were confirmed to have been predated and seven failed due to undetermined
causes. Nest predators identified were squirrels and ravens. The number of dog visits
to the beach decreased in 2008 (333 sightings in 2009 compared to 553 in 2008);
however, the number of predators have increased with a corresponding increase in nest
failure. There has been an increase in the number of homeless people living on the
beach, which has attracted more predators and may be the reason for increased nest
predation.
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INTRODUCTION

The western snowy plover (WSP) (Charadrius alexandrinus nivosus) breeds along the
coast of the Pacific Ocean in California, Oregon, and Washington and at alkaline lakes
in the interior of the western United States (Page et al. 1991). Loss of habitat, predation
pressures, and disturbance have caused the decline of the coastal population of WSP
and led to the listing of the Pacific Coast Population of WSP as Threatened on March 5,
1993 (Federal Register 1993).

Ormond Beach is located between Naval Base Ventura County, Pt. Mugu (i.e., Arnold
Road) and the City of Port Hueneme (i.e., J Street drain). The beach is approximately
2.2 miles long. From west to east, the sandy beach is backed by Perkins Street, a
pickleweed wetland, the Reliant Energy power plant, and another pickleweed wetland.
The west end is owned by the City of Oxnard, the center and eastern portion are owned
by the California Coastal Conservancy. The survey area is bounded by the Point Mugu
boundary fence on the southeast, to Port Hueneme beach on the northwest, and
includes the Ormond Beach Salt Pannes directly inland from the northeast end of
Ormond Beach. Figure 1 shows an aerial view of the nesting areas.

Figure 1. Ormond Beach survey area
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